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ADOPTED AMENDMENTS TO THE

CONSTITUTION OF MISSOURI

NOVEMBER 4, 2014

HJR 16   [SCS HJR 16]

Proposes a constitutional amendment allowing relevant evidence of prior criminal acts to
be admissible in prosecutions for crimes of a sexual nature involving a victim under
eighteen years of age

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 2. — (Proposed by the 97th General Assembly, First
Regular Session, HJR 16)

Official Ballot Title:

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended so that it will be permissible to allow
relevant evidence of prior criminal acts to be admissible in prosecutions for crimes of
a sexual nature involving a victim under eighteen years of age?

If more resources are needed to defend increased prosecutions additional costs to
governmental entities could be at least $1.4 million annually, otherwise the fiscal
impact is expected to be limited.

Fair Ballot Language:

A "yes" vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to allow evidence of prior criminal
acts, whether charged or uncharged, to be considered by courts in prosecutions of
sexual crimes that involve a victim under eighteen years of age.  The amendment limits
the use of such prior acts to support the victim's testimony or show that the person
charged is more likely to commit the crime.  Further, the judge may exclude such prior
acts if the value of considering them is substantially outweighed by the possibility of
unfair prejudice to the person charged with committing the crime.

A "no" vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution regarding the use of evidence
of prior criminal acts to prosecute sexual crimes.

If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

JOINT RESOLUTION Submitting to the qualified voters of Missouri an amendment to
article I of the Constitution of Missouri, and adopting one new section relating to
admissibility of evidence.

SECTION
A. Enacting clause.

18(c). Admissibility of evidence.
B. Ballot title.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein:
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 That at the next general election to be held in the state of Missouri, on Tuesday next
following the first Monday in November, 2014, or at a special election to be called by the
governor for that purpose, there is hereby submitted to the qualified voters of this state, for
adoption or rejection, the following amendment to article I of the Constitution of the state of
Missouri:

SECTION A.  ENACTING CLAUSE. — Article I, Constitution of Missouri, is amended by
adding one new section, to be known as section 18(c), to read as follows:

SECTION 18(c).  ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE. — Notwithstanding the provisions of
sections 17 and 18(a) of this article to the contrary, in prosecutions for crimes of a sexual nature
involving a victim under eighteen years of age, relevant evidence of prior criminal acts, whether
charged or uncharged, is admissible for the purpose of corroborating the victim's testimony or
demonstrating the defendant's propensity to commit the crime with which he or she is presently
charged.  The court may exclude relevant evidence of prior criminal acts if the probative value
of the evidence is substantially outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice.

SECTION B.  BALLOT TITLE. — The official ballot title for section A of this act shall read
as follows:

“Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended so that it will be permissible to allow
relevant evidence of prior criminal acts to be admissible in prosecutions for crimes of
a sexual nature involving a victim under eighteen years of age?”

FOR — 1,018,773; AGAINST — 396,519

HJR 72   [HJR 72]

Proposes a constitutional amendment prohibiting the Governor from reducing any
payment of public debt and requiring notification to the General Assembly when he
or she makes specified payment changes of appropriations

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 10. — (Proposed by the 97th General Assembly,
Second Regular Session, HJR 72)

Official Ballot Title:

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to require the governor to pay the public
debt, to prohibit the governor from relying on revenue from legislation not yet passed
when proposing a budget, and to provide a legislative check on the governor’s
decisions to restrict funding for education and other state services? 

State governmental entities expect no direct costs or savings. Local governmental
entities expect an unknown fiscal impact. 

Fair Ballot Language:

A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution regarding the requirements placed
on the governor for proposing a state budget and for withholding money appropriated
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in the budget passed by the legislature. This amendment prohibits the governor from
reducing funding passed by the general assembly without receiving legislative consent,
and provides certain other restrictions on the governor’s ability to increase or decrease
line items in the budget. This amendment further prohibits the governor from
proposing a budget that relies on revenue from legislation that has not yet passed in the
general assembly. 

A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution regarding the requirements
placed on the governor for proposing a state budget and for withholding money
appropriated in the budget passed by the legislature.

If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes. 

JOINT RESOLUTION Submitting to the qualified voters of Missouri an amendment
repealing sections 24 and 27 of article IV of the Constitution of Missouri, and adopting two
new sections in lieu thereof relating to the governor's budgetary authority.

SECTION
A. Enacting clause.
24. Governor's budget and recommendations as to revenue.
27. Power of governor to control rate of and reduce expenditures.
B. Ballot title.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein:

That at the next general election to be held in the state of Missouri, on Tuesday next
following the first Monday in November, 2014, or at a special election to be called by the
governor for that purpose, there is hereby submitted to the qualified voters of this state, for
adoption or rejection, the following amendment to article IV of the Constitution of the state of
Missouri:

SECTION A.  ENACTING CLAUSE. — Sections 24 and 27, article IV, Constitution of
Missouri, are repealed and two new sections adopted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 24
and 27, to read as follows:

SECTION 24.  GOVERNOR'S BUDGET AND RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO REVENUE. — The
governor shall, within thirty days after it convenes in each regular session, submit to the general
assembly a budget for the ensuing appropriation period, containing the estimated available
revenues of the state and a complete and itemized plan of proposed expenditures of the state and
all its agencies[, together with his recommendations of any laws necessary to provide revenues
sufficient to meet the expenditures].  The governor shall not determine estimated available
revenues of the state using any projection of new revenues to be created from proposed
legislation that has not been passed into law by the general assembly.  Estimates of any
unspent fund balances, without regard to actual or estimated revenues but accounting for
all existing appropriations, that will constitute a surplus during the fiscal year immediately
preceding the fiscal year or years for which the governor is recommending a budget, may
be included in the estimated revenue available for expenditure during the fiscal year or
years for which the governor is recommending a budget.  As used in this section, new
revenues shall not include existing provisions of law subject to expiration during the
ensuing appropriation period.

SECTION 27.  POWER OF GOVERNOR TO CONTROL RATE OF AND REDUCE EXPENDI-
TURES. — 1.  The governor may control the rate at which any appropriation is expended during
the period of the appropriation by allotment [or other means,] and may reduce the expenditures
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of the state or any of its agencies below their appropriations whenever the actual revenues are
less than the revenue estimates upon which the appropriations were based.  The governor shall
not reduce any appropriation for the payment of principal and interest on the public debt.

2.  The governor shall notify the general assembly by proclamation whenever the rate
at which any appropriation shall be expended is not equal quarterly allotments, the sum
of which shall be equal to the amount of the appropriation.  Any rate of expenditure for
any appropriation which is not equal quarterly allotments shall stand reconsidered in the
chamber in which the bill that contained the appropriation originated.  Such reconsidera-
tion shall be in the manner that a bill is reconsidered under article III, section 32.  Either
the general assembly that receives the proclamation or the next general assembly may
reconsider the rate of expenditure.  If the general assembly successfully reconsiders the
rate of expenditure for the appropriation in question, the rate shall be assumed to be equal
quarterly allotments.  Such reconsideration may be at any time the general assembly is in
session including sessions pursuant to article III, sections 20, 20(b), and 32 and article IV,
section 9.  Either the general assembly that receives the proclamation or the next general
assembly may reconsider such allotment allocation change.  Such reconsideration may be
at any time the general assembly is in session including sessions pursuant to article III,
sections 20, 20(b), and 32 and article IV, section 9.

3.  The governor shall notify the general assembly by proclamation when the
governor reduces one or more items or portions of items of appropriation of money as a
result of actual revenues being less than the revenue estimates upon which the appropria-
tions were based.  Each item or portions of items of appropriation of money shall stand
reconsidered in the chamber in which the bill that contained the appropriation originated. 
Such reconsideration shall be in the manner that a bill is reconsidered under article III,
section 32.  Either the general assembly that receives the proclamation or the next general
assembly may reconsider such reduction.  Such reconsideration may be at any time the
general assembly is in session including sessions pursuant to article III, sections 20, 20(b),
and 32 and article IV, section 9.

SECTION B.  BALLOT TITLE. — Pursuant to Chapter 116, RSMo, and other applicable
constitutional provisions and laws of this state allowing the General Assembly to adopt ballot
language for the submission of a joint resolution to the voters of this state, the official ballot title
of the amendment proposed in Section A shall be as follows:

"Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to require the governor to pay the public
debt, to prohibit the governor from relying on revenue from legislation not yet passed
when proposing a budget, and to provide a legislative check on the governor's
decisions to restrict funding for education and other state services?"

FOR — 791,099; AGAINST — 601,699


